Sarah Breedlove
Name:  _____________________________

	     Sarah Breedlove, an African American woman better known as Madame C.J. Walker, founded her own business in the first decade of 1900.  Within 15 years she was a millionaire—the first black woman to attain that achievement.

     What propelled Sarah toward her road to success was what you might call a disastrous hair day!  She developed a scalp problem and lost patches of her hair.  She was ashamed of her appearance and, in her embarrassment, she began mixing and experimenting with hair products to find a cure.  In the process, she discovered not only the source of her future company but her skill as a businesswoman.

     In 1905, Sarah married Charles Joseph Walker.  She took his name—initials and all—and began producing “Madame Walker’s Wonderful Hair Grower.”  Soon she had a line of hair-care products for African-American women and was presenting them door to door.  She visited with women in their homes, demonstrating her products and always looking for new ways to sell them.  Madame Walker was the picture of hard work and industry, and before long her business was thriving.

     At the high point of her company’s success, more than 3,000 people, many of them women, were dependent on her for employment, and she supported them with good jobs.


1.  What caused Sarah to experiment with hair-care products?

A. She developed an embarrassing scalp problem.

B. Her husband encouraged her to start a business.

C. She wanted to become wealthy and famous.

D. She like visiting other women in their homes.

The answer is ____ because __________________________________________________________________.

2. What most likely inspired Madame C.J. Walker to develop more hair-care products after she invented “Madame Walker’s Wonderful Hair Grower”?

A. successful sales of her “Hair Grower”

B. the need to keep her employees busy

C. her love of selling things door to door

D. her husband’s unquestioning support

The answer is ____ because __________________________________________________________________.
3. How do you know that there probably were not many hair-care products for African American women available before Madame C.J. Walker introduced her line?
A. Madame C.J. Walker had many employees, many of them women.

B. Walker’s products became very successful very quickly, so there probably was not competition at the time.

C. African American women were willing to let her into their homes for product demonstrations.

D. The products that were available made her hair fall out in clumps, so they probably had not been made for African American hair.

The answer is ____ because __________________________________________________________________.
4. What was the main reason for Madame C.J. Walker’s success?

A. her scalp problem

B. her husband’s name

C. the number of workers she employed

D. her willingness to work hard.

The answer is ____ because __________________________________________________________________.
VOCABULARY:  Define the following vocabulary words using context clues.  Then check your definition in the dictionary.  Draw a picture to help you remember each word.
5. Attain:

Context Clue definition:  ___________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition:  _____________________________________________________________________

Picture:  

6. Propelled:

Context Clue definition:  ___________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition:  _____________________________________________________________________

Picture:  
7. Demonstrating:

Context Clue definition:  ___________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition:  _____________________________________________________________________

Picture:  
8. Thriving:

Context Clue definition:  ___________________________________________________________________

Dictionary Definition:  _____________________________________________________________________

Picture:  
