Literature Terms

 PLOT—is the sequence of related events that unfolds around a conflict (plot problem), or struggle between opposing forces. It is how the author arranges events to develop his basic idea. The plot is a planned, logical series of events having a beginning, middle and end.  There are five essential parts of plot:
I. Exposition- provides background for the story.   Characters are exposed, and the setting is described.

A.  Setting-- The time and place in which a story takes place is called the setting.  For some stories the setting is very important, while for others it is not.  
1. place- geographical location.  Where is the action of the story taking place?

2. time- When is the story taking place? There are only three choices: past, present or future. (historical period, time of day, year, etc.)

B. Characters – A character is a person, an animal, or imaginary creature in a literary work. 

1. Protagonist- the main character in a work of literature and is involved in the works main conflict.

   2. Antagonist- the character or force that causes problem(s) for the protagonist.

C. How are characters revealed in the story (How do we get to know them?)
1. What the character does/actions

2. What the character says

3. What others say about them

   4.  What the author tells directly

II. Rising action- The plot “thickens” as the main conflict begins to unfold.  Complications are introduced and suspense builds. 

A. Conflict-- Conflict is essential to plot.  Without conflict there is not a plot.  It is the opposition of forces which ties one incident to another and makes the plot move.  Conflict is not merely limited to open arguments; rather it is any form of opposition the main character faces.  Within a short story there may be only one central struggle, or there may be one dominant struggle with many minor ones.

1. Types of conflict

a. External-- A struggle with a force outside one’s self.

b. Internal-- A struggle within one’s self; a person must make some decision, overcome pain, quiet their temper, resist an urge, etc.

2. Kinds of conflict

a. Man vs. Man







b. Man vs. Nature


e. Man vs. Fate/Destiny
c. Man vs. Society


f. Man vs. Animal
d. Man vs. Self


g. Man vs. Technology

III. Climax- This is the point of greatest interest or suspense in the story.  It is the turning point, when the action reaches a peak and the outcome of the conflict is decided.  The climax may occur because of a decision the characters reach or because of a discovery or an event that changes the situation.  The climax usually results in a change in the characters or a solution to the conflict. 

IV. Falling action- This occurs after the climax and consists of events that help resolve the conflict and tie up the loose ends. In other words, the events and complications begin to resolve themselves.  

V. Resolution- This is the final outcome or untangling of events in the story. The reader knows what has happened and now knows whether the conflict was resolved or not. 

 GENERAL TERMS FOR LITERATURE

A. Point of view-The narrative method used to tell the story. The most common are the first-person and the third person.

1. First- person point of view- I

2. Third-person point of view- he, she, they

3. Omniscient- all knowing person (knows what everyone is thinking/doing)

** Second-person point of view has a narrator who uses the pronoun you to address the 

     reader directly.  This is seldom used in short story writing.

B. Narrator- person who tells the story

C. Symbolism- one thing representing or standing for another

D. Foreshadowing- predicting what will happen

E. Dialogue- the written conversation between two or more characters

F. Style-how an author writes; word choice, sentence length, figurative language (similes, metaphors, idioms, etc.)

G. Tone- expresses the attitude a writer takes toward a literary work, its characters, the events it tells about, and its audiences (angry, sad, humorous, happy etc. 

H. Theme – the message about life or human nature that the writer wishes to convey to the reader 

I. Flashback-an interruption of the action to present events that took place at an earlier time.

J. Mood- the feeling that a literary work conveys to its readers.

