Genre Definitions

Traditional Literature – includes folktales, myths, fables, legends, epics, parables, proverbs, ballads, folk songs, and bible stories. These stories come to us from the oral tradition and their authorship is either unknown or questionable.  (Retold by….)

Also, some events that occur in the story could not truly happen. This violates the laws of nature, as we know them. (talking animals, spells, or magical powers ) The setting can be past, present, or future.
Fantasy - stories whose authorship is know and whose plot or characterization somehow violates the laws of nature, as we know them.  Some events that occur could not truly happen, such as talking animals and magical powers. The setting can be past, present, or future.
 Realistic Fiction – stories whose authorship is known, whose plot and characterization does not violate the laws of nature as we know them and whose setting is in recent times. Everything in the story could truly take place. The setting is in present day.
Science Fiction –stories that often tell about science and technology of the future.  These stories combine scientific fact and fiction.  The setting is in the future.
Historical Fiction – stories whose authorship is known, whose plot and characterization does not violate the laws of nature, and whose setting is in the past (usually historically significant) times. The setting is in the past.
Biography – stories highlighting the life of someone that actually lived or is still living. 
Autobiography – the biography of a person narrated by that person. 

Poetry – verse text; written to make the reader think about the world and about life. Books typically include a collection of poetry (anthology) but may present only a single verse (usually illustrated).  It often uses rhythm and rhyme. Types of poetry are Limericks, Free Verse, Haiku, Lyric etc.

Non–fiction – books that give factual information on a variety of topics.  Some appear to be “story–like” in nature and others seem more like a textbook. 

